
Flourishing through faith, hope and love

Year 1 – Meet the Teachers



Staff

• Class teachers – Rachel Hornblow (Mon-Weds)
Louise Chalmers (Thurs-Fri)

• Teaching Assistant/LSAs – Dawn Davidson, Liz Kearns, 
Sheelagh Gray, Ewelina Popeda

• Sports Coach – Hannah Chandler



Times of day
• School opens at: 8:35am

• Register by 9:00am

• Morning playtime: 10:30-10:45am

• Lunch:12-1pm

• End of Day: 3:15pm



Uniform and bags
The school colours are: royal blue & white
• Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with logo)
• White polo shirt (the logo is optional)
• Royal blue fleece (with logo) (not a compulsory item but 

may be worn as a jacket or as a outdoor top for PE)
• Grey pinafore, skirt or tailored trousers
• Royal Blue and white checked dress/playsuit (summer)
• White or grey socks (not trainer socks)/grey tights
• Flat heeled shoes (not trainers) in black or navy.
• Hairbands, bobbles or small ribbons/bows – blue or 

white. Hair bows should be no more than 8cm in length.
• Royal blue baseball cap (with logo) which can be 

purchased via the school office only.
Book bags (delete as appropriate)
• Royal blue book bag (with logo)- Reception to Year 2 

inclusive



PE
PE Days
• Tuesday and Friday
PE kit
• navy shorts, blue t-shirt (with logo), trainers (with velcro for children 

unable to do laces). 
• Navy jogging bottoms or navy leggings to be worn in winter for 

outdoor PE (branding to be minimal) along with a royal blue hoodie 
(with logo)



Curriculum







Homework 

Each child will receive the following homework each week:

• Home reading books - two new books will be given on your child’s 
book changing day. One book will linked to the Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds reading scheme and one ‘reading for pleasure’ book 
which your child will choose

• Phonics and spellings (please look out for more details in coming 
weeks)

• Optional online Power Maths activities (please look out for more 
details in coming weeks)



Homework 
Reading

• In school, your child will be reading three times with an adult over the week, in differentiated reading 
groups. 

• Each reading session has a different focus. The first read introduces new sounds and words, discussing 
the meaning of new words and spotting ‘tricky words’. The second read focuses on ‘prosody’ – this is 
learning to read with expression and intonation and the third read focuses on comprehension and 
answering questions about what they have read, or making predictions based on what they know so 
far.

• So, by the time your child brings their book home to you, they should be confident and fairly fluent! 
Please continue to encourage expression and intonation and make use of the questions/sounds and 
tricky words printed in the inside covers.

• Please have reading records in book bags every day. This is a written record of your child’s reading 
journey throughout their time in Year 1 and should be filled out by school staff and adults at home to 
log the reading experience and share highlights and ‘wow’ moments!

• Assessment is ongoing and constant and happens in school.  Book levels will change accordingly.
• Fluency and comprehension can be more difficult to achieve than decoding.



Homework 
Phonics (weekly) – More information to come

• Read and learn the sounds.

• Read and try to learn to spell the spelling words (using phonic knowledge… sound out, don’t rote learn).

• Encourage your child to use their phonic knowledge when writing the words - plausible phonic attempts at spelling is acceptable (and encouraged) 
in Year 1.

• Tricky words (referred to in the national curriculum as common exception words) have been added this year to encourage learning across the half 
term in preparation for the half-termly spelling challenge. 

• Use the lines in homework books to practise writing that week’s sounds, words or full sentences.

• A relaxed and non-judgemental spelling quiz will happen in class on a Monday.

• New homework goes home on a Tuesday.

Spelling challenge (half termly) – Emailed out on 17.09.24

• Practise reading fluently and with confidence as well as learning to spell.

• Point out and use phonic sounds for the phonic parts of the words and letter names for the parts of the word that are not phonic e.g. sound out 
said as s-e-d, then show that the e sound is made by the letters a-i (using letter names to describe them).

• If your child finds it challenging to remember these spellings you may like to try mnemonics, word shapes or look for similarities or links to other 
words your child knows. 



Practise reading and writing 
these sounds.

Practise reading and spelling these 
words.

1. frog

2. drum

3. star

4. green

5. think

6. train

Extension – can you write some words or sentences using the sounds ar, 
ee, th, ai?
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ar ee th ai

fr dr st gr

nk tr

Phase 4

Phase 3

Exception words

no, so, go.

Date set: 26.9.23.   Quiz date: 2.10.23.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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spellings link to the phonics covered 
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Maths

• Online maths games, activities and information for parents.
• Linked to our in school maths planning.
• Passwords will be sent out in due course. 
• Ad hoc (new activities added to tie in with maths planning).



Trips, Volunteers and Tournaments

We aim to introduce a wide range of sports at a competitive 
level to a number of different children. We aim to build 
children’s characters by teaching them resilience in 
challenging sporting environments and good team building.

School trip in March linked to the history of transport topic.

Volunteers to listen to children read and help out in the library.



Thank you

• Do you have any questions?


