
English Curriculum story 

Subject Leader Review of the year 2022-2023 

Subject Leader Aims: To improve outcomes in writing across the school, en-
suring high expectations for the accuracy and quality of children’s’ writing in 

both English and subject books 

Phonics – Little Wandle 
This year, we started using the Little 

Wandle  

scheme for phonics across Early Years 

and KS1. 

Mrs Popeda has led phonics interven-

tions in Year 2 and Year 3,  

three times a week! 

 

Writing 

We have continued to use the Power of Reading scheme to teach  

Writing across the school.  

Staff training delivered by Liz Armour – English Leader from 

Achieving for Children in Autumn and Spring Terms. The training sessions had a focus on how 

to deliver effective writing lessons.  Which include some of the following elements. 

 
Expanded Success Criteria 

This teaches children to think 

about the audience and 

purpose 

of their 

writing. 

They also 

have an 

opportuni-

ty to hone 

in on specific 

structural 

and language 

features of the 

text and come up with their 

own examples they can then 

use in their own writing. 

English Working Walls 

This encourages a more organic way of teaching where 

the teacher is modelling writing for children and chil-

dren get to witness the writing process. The teacher 

modelled writing is then displayed as a point of refer-

ence 

English Knowledge Organisers 

Contain all the core knowledge! 



Spellings 
Read, Write Inc Spellings scheme is continued to be taught in 

Years 3-6  

to support the teaching of spellings. On a weekly basis, we learn 

a new spelling rule and have a spelling test based on those spelling 

rules the following week. Recently, in the Summer term, we have start-

ed awarding children with a gold star for achieving 10/10 on their week-

ly spelling tests! 

Common Exception Words: On a half termly basis, children are tested 

on how to spell the common exception words. At the end of the year, 

children are  

tested on how to spell every single common exception word! 

 

Handwriting 

The children learn letter formation through the Penpals scheme. 

We have short burst hand-

writing lessons at least three 

times a week.  

In Year 3, we had adapted the handwriting sessions to 

meet the needs of the class and invested in the Bubble 

handwriting scheme as children required a further level of 

scaffolding.  

Introduction of English 

Knowledge Organisers 

Every year group, from Y1-6 have started us-

ing Knowledge organisers.  

These documents are for the children and 

adults to use during learning time.  

It outlines the words, types of sentences, 

and punctuation and types of text the chil-

dren must learn for that year group.  

Teachers have found this useful when as-

sessing and planning for their classes.  



Reading 

Weekly CGP Reading comprehension tasks in Y3-5 

The school introduced weekly comprehension which helped 

children learn how to answer comprehension questions and 

gain a better understanding of what was being asked, how to 

find evidence in the text and how to use quotes from the texts 

to support their answers.  

 

 

NFER termly comprehension test 

More robust tests of children’s comprehension were 

introduced which enabled staff to dig deeper into 

understanding a child’s level of understanding by 

completing question level analysis. 

World Book Day 

This year for World Book Day, we adorned our PJs and ‘snuggled 

up with a good book’. At St Mary’s, the chil-

dren celebrated World Book Day by choos-

ing which book they wanted to listen to. The 

most popular being David Walliams’ —

World’s Worst Teacher. Almost the whole 

school turned up in the hall to hear Mrs 

Grey read this text. 

 

 

We also had class competi-

tions where the children in 

each class decorated their 

classroom front door as a 

storybook cover.  



Enrichment 

 



Extra Writing Info from St Mary’s Hampton 

School 

• We invested in small group inter-

ventions to take place in Y4-6 to 

support children with their writing. 

These sessions were run by Ms 

Stanton.  

• Liz Armour—English Lead from 

Achieving for Children, delivered 

two CPD sessions for staff on how to en-

courage children to write more effectively! 

• English Leader attended English Leader 

Network meetings and shared information 

gained with the rest of the staff team. We 

are now in the process of reviewing our 

current delivery of Phonics, Writing and 

Reading sessions.  

• We’ve had two SIP visits this academic 

year. Our SIP, in the Summer term noted 

that there was a remarkable improvement in the quality of teaching and learning 

of Writing as the children demonstrated more stamina for writing, the teacher 

modelled writing is of a high quality and the classroom displays are more pur-

poseful to meet the needs of the 

children in the class. 

• The English Overview for the 

whole school is now available on 

the English page! Check out to 

see which texts your child will be 

reading this year! 


