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*Newsnotes – are normally published once a month in between ‘end of month’ Newsletters

Dear Parents
This half term our school continues to grow and of course we have all been so pleased to welcome Mrs Nikki
McLachlan to our staff team in the school office. We have already noticed the huge benefit it is making to have an
extra staff member, and it is delightful to see Mrs Parker being able to spend a little more time with the children
on occasion, such as lunchtimes and during school assemblies. It emphasises that we are indeed a school family
whereby each one of us brings our own gifts to share with one another.
We are, of course, delighted to congratulate Miss Apicella to the post of Deputy Headteacher, as I am sure you all
have seen in Rev. Derek Winterburn’s letter last week. As an excellent teacher, we will be capitalising on
her expertise and together share leadership in teaching and learning across the school. During the two day
interview process, we were very proud of our children and the part they played in welcoming candidates, talking
with them, and being taught by them. They took their responsibilities very seriously and were a real credit to our
school. We are very grateful to Mr Stuart Campbell, Headteacher, and the children and staff at St Mary’s
Twickenham for hosting the second day when we “borrowed” older children for some of the selection process.
The term is nearly drawing to a close and I look forward to your attendance in the last week at the open afternoon
on * Monday 23rd when there is the opportunity for all of you to share your child’s learning by looking at their
work, as a prelude to the Progress meetings. Please try to bring your children to these meetings as it is their
learning journey which is being discussed. We have adjusted the time slightly and hope that by holding the
sharing afternoon on the Monday in advance, and extending each appointment by a few minutes this will result in
a more useful learning review.
With best wishes
Catherine Davis
Upcoming Diary Dates
Tues 17/3

London Class – Sharing assembly @2.30

Tues 24/3 & Wed 25/3

Parent/Pupil Progress Meetings

Mon 23/3

* London & Cairo children sharing their learning journeys

Fri 27/3

Last day of term assembly – St Mary’s Church @1.45pm

Dear Parents,
I can't believe how quick the Easter break is approaching us. With that in mind I only have a
few points below for the next couple of weeks.
• Project books are due in after the Easter break along with Easter Bonnets. Please let me
know if you have any problems with getting this done for then. With the run up to Easter
there are always lots of arts and crafts that will be going on in Reception. If you are able to
spare some time, then any volunteers to help with this would be much appreciated. Please
come and see me and let me know what days and times you are able to come in and help.
Next Tuesday 17th is Reception's class sharing assembly, this will take place at 2:30pm in the
school hall, we look forward to seeing those of you that are able to make it there.

•

Now that the spring has truly arrived I'm guessing that a lot more time will be being spent in your gardens
pruning, watering and all the things you do to get it ready for the summer, (unless you're like me, and find
keeping anything alive for more than a week a challenge! I hear artificial plants are making a come back!) In
Reception we are wanting to 'spruce up' our outdoor area. So we are kindly asking, that if you have any old
flower pots or spare flower seeds that you wouldn't mind donating, then we would gladly have them and
plant them in our outdoor area. We will be looking to do this for when we come back from the Easter break.
At which point I'll be calling for volunteers to help the children plant things! :-)

•

On a personal note: - I would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who has helped and supported me
through the Deputy Head Teacher's interview process. I am absolutely thrilled to be given the opportunity to
be the first Deputy Head Teacher of St Mary's School! Everyone has been so lovely, and I have been
overwhelmed by the kind words and congratulations received by you all. I can not stop smiling with excitement
and I look forward to starting in September.

•

Miss Apicella :-)

As we are approaching the end of a very short half term I would like to share a
diary date with you -Thursday 23rd April at 7pm Year One Homework Meeting.
-To remind you all homework project books are now due back, so that they can be marked and
updated with the new style project Homework. Therefore, there will not be any homework project
books given back to after the homework meeting on Thursday 23rd April.
-Homework ideas!
*Why not take a trip to the local library to research about our topic: Space or to find out about
Sally Ride.
*Support your child helping them to log on at home to use the Lexia reading and phonics program.
* Take a trip into London to the Science Museum to continue to find out about our topic.
I will be more than happy to share your child's learning in class if they wish to bring in something
they have written or made during show and tell on Friday.

Cairo Class

From The Year One Team.

Golden Book Achievements
•
•
•
•
•
•

Florence Holmes
Joshua Winmill
Cairo class
TJ Bainborough
George Measures
Elicia Williams

Maths Mastery – This was another successful morning in
which the children were able to demonstrate their skills
and share with the parents some of the activities that they
normally do in class.

Our very own St Mary’s “Lego” Church
(see page 4 for more photos)

Pupil Progress Meetings - Tuesday 24th & Wednesday 25th
Miss Apicella :London Class - Tuesday 24th from 9am to 4.30pm & Wednesday 25th from
4.00pm to 7.45pm
Mr Malin :Cairo Class - Tuesday 24th from 9am to 4.30pm & Wednesday 25th from 4.00pm
to 7.45pm
On Tuesday morning (17th) - the sign-up sheets for both classes 'Progress meetings' will be
posted in front of the main entrance.
As previously - those parents who do not normally get to the school - you may email the
school office from Tuesday morning, these emails will be reviewed after the register at
9.00; please provide 3 options for times - we will endeavor to give you one of these or a
time close to. Alternatively you could ask another parent to sign on your behalf.

*Safety first…
We have received feedback from employees who work in the Kingsway
Business park in Oldfield Road almost opposite our gate.
They have expressed their concerns regarding parking and the subsequent
blocking of this narrow part of the road. Please consider parking further
down Oldfield Road rather than close to this junction.
Additionally they conveyed their huge concerns regarding parents taking their
younger children from their cars whilst the school age child is standing
unsupervised.

The children came dressed as
characters from Petr Horacek
books

Total
raised
£37.50

All the staff had fun dressing up

Lego Workshop

The children were taught to
apply some of their learned
geographical knowledge

Miss Apicella made her own
house – complete with hot tub!

Bricks were selected and off they went to create their
own Lego City ….

“Completion date 12th March 2015”

Cairo Class recreated a model
of Hampton using an aerial
photograph of the area
The river Thames complete with Taggs
Island

St Mary’s Church
starts to take
shape

Our school

And then it was the parents’ turn ……

Hampton as you’ve never
seen it before!

The firemen left their buckets behind on their last trip so
we invited them to stay!

St Mary’s raised a total of £108 for Ebola Crisis Appeal. Well done everyone!
The hard work of nearly 60 schools across Kingston and Richmond have
raised over £25,000 for the appeal

The box is filling up but we still need more!
Let’s keep collecting to see if we can beat last year’s numbers!

London
Class
enjoyed a
visit from
Small Sports

We have some lovely books for sale in the School Office
offering some significant discounts. Please put orders in
before 20th March. Goods will be available for collection at
the end of that day. Please pop in and take a look!

The children at St Mary’s would like to wish all
the mummies a very Happy Mother’s Day
Dear Jesus
we thank you for Mothers everywhere
For all who care for us day by day,
Let us not forget that you were a child
And your mother was Mary.
We say thank you for Mums across the world
And in our country too,
Although we may not say it,
We think you are the best; so let us give grateful thanks &
let our voices be heard
For all the Mums and Grans
On this very special day.
Amen

